
 

 

Messages of support and 
encouragement were given by 
Inspector Ian Lawson (Devon & 
Cornwall Constabulary), Councillor 
Philip Pester (Torridge District and 
Bideford Town Councils) and Ros Ede 
(Ascension Trust Representative).  

 

The Gideons presented each Street 
Pastor with a Service Testament and all 
the clergy present joined in prayer for 
the teams, prayer partners and 
management. 

 

Later that night all the Street Pastors 
went out to introduce themselves to 
the town. According to reports, the 
party atmosphere created lasted well 
into the night and long after most of 
the team had gone home. 

 

We tried to visit every licensed 
premises, catering outlet and taxi 
driver, giving each of them a specially 
prepared card about Street Pastors and 
showing our radio and telephone 
contact details. 

“What a powerful event..”  
was just one of the many positive 
comments made following our first 
Commissioning Service held at Caesars 
Palace Nightclub on 13 June.  

 

A process we started in January 2008 
finally came to realisation when The 
Archdeacon of Barnstaple, Ven David 
Gunn-Johnson, commissioned 19 new 
Street Pastors, aged from 27 to 83 and 
drawn from the churches of Bideford 
and Barnstaple districts. 

 

Rev Andrew Littlejohn and Appledore 
Baptist Church led the service.  

Most of the team went 
home after midnight, 
leaving the normal patrol. 
On their way home some 
came across a young 
man, barely conscious, a 
fair distance from the 
town centre.  

 

A lone policeman, on his 
way to another job, was 

with him and looking for 
backup. A phone call to 
our night base got an 
equipped team on the 
scene and we were able 
to let the constable get 
about the call he was 
previously tasked. 

 

The team attended to the 
lad’s needs until his Mum, 

dressed in her nightwear, 
arrived by car to collect 
him. and he was taken 
safely home. 

 

Two weeks later, we met 
him again with his friends, 
to whom he announced, 
“these guys saved my 
life!” An exaggeration but 
an appreciated sentiment. 

On the streets…. AT LAST! 

I N  T H I S  
I S S U E  

On the 
streets...:   
Commissioning and 
first patrol 

 

First Call 

“Lifesavers?” 

 

Your time has 
come, again! 
Many more volun-
teers are needed 

 

Barnstaple 
next 
Recruiting and 
training for an 
Autumn start 

 

  
  

...and finally 
“Who you gonna 
call?” 
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C O M M E N T :  

• We Care 

• We Listen 

• We Share 

• We Help 

• We Protect 
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Now that we are operational, we 
need you to volunteer to join 
our ranks. Perhaps you thought 
about getting involved before or, 
maybe, you have only just heard 
about us? 

 

To meet all the requests for our 
services, in Bideford, Torrington, 
Westward Ho!, Holsworthy & 
Hartland, we need to recruit 
another 20 Street Pastors 

from the District. Some to 
replace our Barnstaple 
volunteers when that scheme 
begins. 

 

You commit to training and then 
12 patrols in the first year. 

 

If you are a church member and 
over 18, don’t delay. We will slot 
you into our ongoing training 
programme. 

 

Why not ask to join one of our 

patrols as an observer and get a 
taste of things to come? 

 

We also need 10 Prayer Team 
Members, without whom we 
cannot operate. 

 

Come along to our night base at 
the Baptist Church Centre 
(Hillgarden entrance) about 9.30 
p.m. and meet other team 
members. No formal application 
is required for the Prayer Team. 

c/o 21a Chingswell Street 
Bideford 
EX39 2NF 

Phone: 07592 021464 
E-mail: bideford@streetpastors.org.uk 
www.bidefordstreetpastors.org.uk 

Bideford Street Pastors is a registered charity 
and run under licence from the Ascension 
Trust. 
 
We need volunteers: 

 

Street Pastors who actually patrol the 
streets. 

 

Prayer Team to look after the spiritual and 
physical needs of SPs whilst they work. 

 

Friends who commit to pray and support the 
work from home. 

 

Sponsors to help keep the funds flowing. 
 
For more information please contact our 

Coordinator, Duncan Withall. 

Bideford Street Pastors 

Your Time Has Come….. AGAIN! 

The church has 
left the building! 

Duncan reminds the photographers that God always gets the best pictures!  

Barnstaple next 
We hope that Barnstaple Street 
Pastors will be operational in the 
Autumn. 
 

Recruiting is underway and core 
subject training sessions will be 
arranged soon. 

….and finally  
Bideford clubbers heard to chant, 
“when you’re on the streets and 
you’re needing help, who you 
gonna call?      Street Pastors!” 
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